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and others, who revived the subject for their own puiposes at a
later date.   Awdeley was not the first English writer to depict the
canting tribe 5   this had been done with less accuracy but more
force and humour by the author of The Hye Way to the Spyttel
Hous (c. 1531), printed and probably written by Robert Copland.
In rude but trenchant verse a graphic picture is drawn of the labble
of vagrants, beggars, cripples, malingerers, coseners, unfortunates
and impostois haunting the gate of St Baitholomew's Hospital.  It
is in the familiar vein of German satires on folly, vice and roguery,
though it is obvious that the writer had seen all this himself.
Awdeley's motive was different.    He proposed to give an un-
varnished, matter-of-fact account of the English vagabond tribe
and their orders, after the model of the German Liber Vagatorim
(c. 1512-1514), of which there had been many editions, one in
Awdekfs 1528, with a preface by Martin Luther.   Awdeley was a printer
"Fratern- Jn Little Britain, London, and hints in the doggerel verses prefixed
ttye of     to faQ tract tjlat j^ g0t ^ information from a member of the
Iwdes"    vagabond brotherhood who turned king's evidence.1   It is a little
book with a very long title :  The Fraternitye of Facabondes, As
wel of ruflyng Facabondes, as of beggerly, of women as of men, of
Gyrles as of Boyes, with their proper names and qualities.  With a
description of the crafty company of Cousoners and Shifters. Wher-
unto also is adjoyned the xxv Orders of Knaves, otherwyse called a
Quartern of Knaves.   Confirmed for ever by Cocke LorelL   There
follow two quatrains, in which the tinker-captain of the famous
English ship of fools, Cocke Lorelles Bote9 assures an Upright Man
that some of his own crew will be found in the vagrant brother-
hood.   Awdeley had his eye on the present day ; but he was not
forgetful of the skits and satires—some of them coming down from
the Middle Ages: in which the lowest orders had cut a picturesque
figure.
The first part of his tract is a descriptive catalogue of the different
kinds and grades in the fraternity—Abraham men, rufflers, prygmen,
xThe earliest extant edition of the tract is dated 1565; but theie is an
entry m the Stationers' Register of a "ballett" under date 1560-1561, which
no doubt refers to the same work, the prefatory verses being the reason for
its inadveitent description as a ballad. That Awdeley preceded Harman and
could not have plagiarized from Harman is clearly shown by Furnivall (The
Rogues and Vagabonds of Shakespeare's Touth, ed E. Viles and F. J. Furnivall, 1907,
where both Awdeley and Haiman are reprinted at length).

